
Arcuri and Governor Paterson Announce $3.3 Million in Economic Recovery Funding for Clean Water Projects in Cayuga County

August 18, 2009

  

OWASCO, NY-U.S. Rep. Michael Arcuri (NY-24) and Governor David A. Paterson  announced
that the Town of Owasco and the Village of Weedsport in Cayuga County will receive $3.3
million in American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funding for long-awaited clean water
infrastructure improvements. Both projects, which total $6.6 million, will protect local waterways
by preventing heavy rains from causing overflows of untreated sewage.

  

"I am pleased to announce funding for two critical wastewater projects that will improve water
quality in Cayuga County," Governor Paterson said. "For the residents and businesses of
Western New York, these projects will bring much-need opportunities as we work together to
bring an end to the current recession. I would like to commend New York's Congressional
Delegation for their tireless efforts to secure State water infrastructure funds as part of the
economic recovery program."

  

U.S. Rep. Michael Arcuri (NY-24) said: "This funding will be critical to the Town of Owasco
and Village of Weedsport in order to protect local water quality and their local infrastructure. I
know that these two areas were in need of this support, and I am pleased to join Governor
Paterson in ensuring that the Recovery Bill funding is being used for significant improvements in
our local communities."

  

New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation Acting President Matthew said: "I
would like to once again express our thanks to Governor Paterson and New York State's
Congressional Delegation for their efforts to include this important funding in the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act.  We are proud to play a role in putting New Yorkers back to
work and furthering the Governor's goal to improve New York's deteriorating water and
wastewater infrastructure."

  

The New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation will provide financing for the majority
of each project.

  

In the Town of Owasco, the Environmental Facilities Corporation will finance the design and
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replacement of sanitary sewer collection systems and the construction of a high-flow pump
station. The total project costs of $1.5 million will be funded with a combination of a low-cost
loan from the Clean Water State Revolving Fund and a principal forgiveness grant of $775,684
from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.

  

Currently, heavy rain can overwhelm the sewer system and cause harmful overflows into the
Owasco Lake Outlet. Upon project completion, excess wet-weather flow from the Town's new
collection system will be diverted to an equalization tank.  The equalization tank will store
excess flow until such time that it is safe to discharge the stored wastewater to the City of
Auburn's wastewater treatment facility.  Project construction commenced in July 2009, and is
expected to be completed in October 2010.

  

Similarly, in the Village of Weedsport, heavy rains can cause discharges of untreated water into
the Cold Spring Brook. The Village will receive monies to restore its sanitary sewer systems and
upgrade the community's wastewater treatment plant.  The Village's total project costs of $5.1
million will be funded with a combination of a zero-percent, Clean Water State Revolving Fund
loan and a principal forgiveness grant of $2.85 million.  The Environmental Facilities
Corporation has designated the Village as a "hardship community" and thus will benefit from
zero percent financing for full term of its loan, which will likely run thirty years.  Project
construction began in August 2009 and is expected to end in November 2010.

  

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act requires that states provide additional funding
for communities that incorporate energy efficient equipment and "green" components at
municipal wastewater treatment facilities. The Village will receive $587,000 in stimulus funding
to install an energy efficient aerobic sludge digester, roof insulation, energy efficient, fine bubble
diffusers, and other state-of-the art modifications. In addition, the New York State Energy
Research and Development Authority will contribute $150,000 for these innovative, cost-saving
upgrades from revenues derived from Regional Greenhouse Gas carbon credit sales. The
Authority has worked closely with the New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation to
identify Recovery Act eligible, "green" technologies at treatment facilities throughout the State.

  

New York State received an historic $432 million grant from the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act for the Clean Water State Revolving Fund.  To date, Governor Paterson has
announced thirty-three projects that will benefit from this notable program totaling over $300
million.  The Act requires states to direct twenty percent of their Recovery Act funding to water
quality projects that use innovative approaches to energy and water efficiency, incorporate
"green" infrastructure, and use innovative treatment technologies.  For more information about
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act and the Clean Water State Revolving Fund
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program, please visit www.recovery.ny.gov .
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http://www.recovery.ny.gov/

